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Excursion to Serendip Sanctuary 3" Aug 2013 


For this Saturday excursion we enjoyed a chilly but fine day at the Seren- 
dip Sanctuary near Geelong (free entry). Jan from Geelong FNC joined us. 
She volunteers at the Sanctuary each Monday morning which includes 
preparing food and feeding the many birds and animals. Before Jan es- 
corted us around the Wildlife Walk in the morning she gave us the excel- 
lent Sanctuary fauna guide and maps. 


Photo: Australian Bustard 


The trail meanders around grassland areas holding Eastern Grey Kanga- 
roos, Swamp wallabies and Pademelons plus families of White-winged 
Choughs. We moved on past pond areas with Chestnut Teals, Grey Teals 


and a Freckled Duck, Black-fronted Dotterels and onto the Walk-through 
bird aviaries. These allowed close-up views of Blue-faced Honey Eaters, 
White-faced Herons, Tawny Frogmouths, Painted Button Quail, Buff- 
banded Rails. It was noted that Red-browed Finches found their way in 
through the wiring. In single cages were Masked Owls, one nesting on the 
eround amongst shrubbery, Bush Stone Curlews and Wood Ducks. Eight 
Curlews, due to a successful captive breeding program, are soon to be re- 
leased into ‘feral-free’ sites owned by Australian Wildlife Conservancy in 
Vic. & NSW. We walked past other fenced areas containing Brolgas, Aus- 
tralian Bustards, Emus and Cape Barren Geese with chicks. 
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Photo: Bush Stone Curlew 


We returned to the picnic area for lunch and then Matt Wills, the Head 
Ranger came to speak to us. The Sanctuary is managed by Parks Victoria 
and 4 staff are employed. With the help of volunteers they care for the 250 
hectare sanctuary. The 70 hectare inner-fenced area 1s well managed but 
the large outer-area makes weed and pest control difficult. Matt told us 
that the animals and birds selected for the Sanctuary are indigenous to this 
area. Serendip’s captive breeding program includes the Brolga, Bustard, 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Freckled Duck and the Curlew as mentioned 
above. Matt spoke of the controlling of the numbers of certain animals and 
birds. They use fake eggs under some birds they don’t wish to breed, and 
contraception is being used on 45% of the kangaroos to keep the numbers 
around 350. Emu numbers are generally satisfactory but they have bored 
small holes in unwanted eggs when the male has left the nest for a short 


while. We commented on the cute Cape Barren Geese chicks and Matt 
said many do not survive as the Whistling Kites, which are common in the 
area, favour them as food. 
After our lunch talk, we all went along further paths to a larger wetland 
area. Here were bird hides from which we saw Hoary-headed and Austra- 
lian Grebes, Shovelers, Black Ducks, Yellow-billed Spoonbills and Stilts. 
On our return journey three of us had a great view of a Whistling kite on a 
tree-branch eating something. We wondered if it was one of our Cape Bar- 
ren Geese chicks! Then it was home time and we vowed we must visit this 
area again soon. 
Besides the birds noted here, John G has recorded a more extensive list of 
the birds seen on the day. 

Val Hocking 


Mighty Creatures of the Night 
Tanya Loos 


At the August meeting Tanya Loos gave an interesting, engaging presenta- 
tion on Powerful Owls and Greater Gliders, focusing on home ranges and 
predators — prey relationships with a specific interest in their occurrence in 
the Wombat Forest. 


Interest was immediately gained 
with a photo of a pair of Powerful 
Owls whilst explaining that the 
female was the smaller of the spe- 
cies, unlike other owl species gen- 
erally and suggesting that this was 
possibly because the male did most 
of the territory and nest protection. 
Tanya explained that these birds 
were strictly arboreal, hunting prey 
almost as large as themselves and 
sitting in a tree holding prey whilst 
eating. Like all raptors, prey is 
killed with talons. Using attention 
erabbing language, Tanya de- 
scribed the ideal diet of Powerful 
Owls as large, fat, tasty Greater 
Gliders, Ringtail and Brushtail 
Possums and Sugar Gliders indicating that 90% of the diet is possums and 
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only 1% non-mammals, e.g. birds. A study in Melbourne and the Yarra 
Valley showed that 99% of the diet was mammals, being more Brushtails 
in urban areas and Greater Gliders in forested areas. It 1s believed that 
possum young and also koala young are taken from their mother’s backs. 
However, diet can be adjusted to what can be found and in NSW and 
Queensland, Flying Foxes are included. The home range for Powerful 
Owls was determined by available diet and it was indicated to be 800 to 
1,000 hectare but in areas such as Box Ironbark it could be 2,500 to 5,000 
hectares and there, the prey was likely to be Galahs and cockatoos as there 
were insufficient possums. In these areas breeding rates averaged a chick 
every two years compared with one and a half to two chicks per year in 
better areas indicating change in diet and range was at some cost to birds. 


Tanya has watched Powerful Owls making a trilling sound which seemed 
out of context for such a large bird. She observed that the young remained 
in the parent’s range for 4 to 6 months after fledging and continued to be 
fed by them in different parts of the range. 


She said that Powerful Owls would leave the entrails of prey draped in 
trees and this was a clue to their presence. She handed around tails from 
sugar gliders that were collected as these were also not eaten. It was cer- 
tainly fascinating to feel these. They were very soft. 


On concluding the segment on powerful owls, a map of their distribution 
in the Wombat and Lerderderg Forests was shown. 


Next it was on to Greater Gliders. 
These are a medium-sized, completely 
arboreal marsupial that can glide over 
100 metres and in flight, change di- 
rection up to 90 degrees, landing with 
all four feet on tree trunks, with often- 
used trees showing scratches. Diet 1s 
almost entirely leaves and flower buds 
of eucalypts, with a preference for 
trees between 60cm and 100cm di- 
ameter, consuming young leaves at 
the outer tips of branches like Koalas. 
Tanya said that just as we seem to like 
vegetables grown in more fertile soil, 
there is a preference for trees in more 
fertile areas. Like Koalas they have a 
very large caecum with bacteria to 
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Changes to the Syllabus for September 
Speaker for Friday 6 September 


The arranged speaker, Elle Fox was unable to attend so Brenda Beck, 
U3A science tutor has agreed to come instead. She will be speaking on 


Rocks & Minerals and using a hands-on experiences with interesting 
specimens to enjoy. 


Excursion for Sunday 8 September 


Excursion will be to the Sandon area with Elspeth Swan & Paul Norquay. 


cope with the diet. 


In areas of good habitat, male home ranges of 2 to 3 hectares would over- 
lap two or more females. In less-favoured areas ranges would be one male 
and one female with a range of | to 2 hectares. Populations were resident 
all the year with young dispersing. 


Breeding of Greater Gliders began with mating in March/April with births 
occurring up to the end of June and there being pouch-young up to the end 
of October with the male sharing the den. Once the young is out of the 
pouch the male leaves the nest and lives alone from November to February 
during which time the young are in the nest or clambering about on 
branches. 


An interesting relationship between Powerful owls and Greater Gliders 
was described in one study in southeast NSW. Here in an area of 100 hec- 
tares the number of Greater Gliders remained stable at 80 individuals for 
about 17 months but then over 46 months dropped to about one tenth of 
this suggesting that the owls hunted the area. 


Because of her interest, Tanya has collected a number of books which she 
brought along including: Owls, Frogmouths and Nightjars of Australia by 
David Hollands, Australian Highcountry Owls by Jenny Olsen, 7ree Hol- 
lows and Wildlife Conservation in Australia by Phillip Gibbons and David 
Lindenmayer, Zhe Mammals of Australia edited by Ronald Strahan and 
Possums and Gliders by Andrew Smith and Ian Hume. 
Tanya showed enthusiasm and interest in her subject and made many of us want 
to see these creatures 1n their natural habitat. Because of the small ranges of 
ereater gliders and their reliance on old, large trees they could be affected mark- 
edly by habitat destruction. Powerful Owls, being able to switch prey and range, 
may be more resilient. 

Peter Dalman 


Obituary 


With sadness we note the passing of Bob Curtain who died recently. 


Bob was a valued former treasure of our club for many years. 


News from ANN Interim Steering Committee, 13 April 2013. 


Since the ANN Register of Clubs was last published in 2006 five clubs 
have ceased to function. These are Casterton, Creswick, Southern Riv- 
erina, Sunraysia and Murray Bridge. Five clubs have agreed to listing on 
the register. We welcome Bairnsdale, Dubbo Field Naturalist & Conserva- 
tion Society, Maryborough, Mid-Murray and Orange Field Naturalist & 
Conservation Society. Other clubs have changed their name or the meeting 
place and most have had changes of office bearers. 55 clubs are now on 
the Register. Most clubs are keeping abreast of modern technology and 
now have websites and email addresses for fast and convenient contact. 
Response to website information 1s often the way prospective members 
make initial contact with a club. 


It 1s hoped that Field Nats will use the directory to contact Clubs when 
travelling. What better way to find out about the best bushland spots than 
to seek local information from a Field Nat. 


Natural history groups from around Australia are welcome to list their 
contact details if they support the ANN Statement of Purposes as pub- 
lished on the Australian Naturalists Network website. 


A new website for Australian Naturalists Network is being developed at 
http://australiannaturalistsnetwork.wordpress.com Please spread this 
through the membership of your Club. Members will be able to access the 
ANN Register, Statement of Purposes, Minutes of Meetings, information 
about Get-Togethers, history of ANN and much more. 


Yours naturally, John Gregurke, 
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Excerpts from Club Meeting’s Minutes Aug 2, 2013 
Special General Meeting 
Attendance: The President Peter Dalman opened the meeting at 7.35pm 
and welcomed 19 members and friends. 


Apologies were received from: M Martin, S McLachlan, M Sorell, D & 
E Thurgood, Peter Laird, Jane Marriott, Dulcie Brooke, Fran Hanrahan 
Genny Binns, Helen Burgess, Helen Young-Harvey. 
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Business: That The Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat adopt as their own 
the Model Rules as published by Consumer Affairs, Victoria in the Asso- 
ciations Incorporation Reform Act 2012. 


Proposed: J. Morrish Seconded: C. Dalman Carried unanimously. 


General Meeting 

Some Correspondence 

IN Request by Wombat Forestcare to sign a letter to the Victorian Pre- 
mier re burning. 

DEPI Fire Operation Plan 2013-14 invitation to comment. 

ANN Register Of Clubs; Minutes of ANN meeting held at FNCV in Ap. 

OUT by email: 

Agreement that FNCB should append its signature to Forestcare letter. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: John Gregurke was thanked 
for his work in promoting the continuance of ANN and the involve- 
ment of SEANA 1n this. 

Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $6211.64 Income 
$104.67 Expenses $199.90 Closing balance: $6116.41. 

General Business 

Excursion arrangements to Serendip: Val Hocking had arranged for her 
friend Jan Ventors (Geelong FNC) who is a volunteer to meet us at 
10.30am. She has arranged for the head ranger to speak to us at some 
point during the day. 

Peter Dalman noted that Bob Curtain, former member and Treasurer of 

the club had died. 

Peter Muller alerted us to the proposal to build a by-pass around Ban- 

nockburn which may impact on Bannockburn Bush which is managed by 

BEN on behalf of DSE. 

Show & Tell/Field Reports 

May 28 John Morrish saw a Water Rat in Lake Wendouree, the first time 

he’d seen one in 8 years. 

July 28 a group of 5 Swamp Wallabies was seen at Sunbury. 

July 22 John Gregurke reported 30 Blue-winged Parrots at Cuthberts Rd, 

Burrumbeet; he had a Black-tailed Native Hen in his own garden on July 

23™ - on the 24" he observed a pair of Brolgas flying into Burrumbeet 

racecourse swamp at 4pm. 

Peter Billing commented on the large numbers of Coots grazing on the 

foreshore of Lake Wendouree. 


CALENDAR 2013 


September 
Fri 6 Rocks and minerals—a hands-on session.-.Brenda Beck, 
U3A science tutor 
Sun 8 Sandon area.-.Elspeth Swan & Paul Norquay 
Tues 24 | No Committee meeting to be held this month 
October 
Fri 4 Birds on my travels - Ken Hammond, club member 
Sun 6 Brisbane Ranges -Club members 
Committee 
President ............... Peter Dalman 
Vice —President.....Fran Hanrahan 
SOCTCTARY og jeetsedvdes Carol Hall 
Treasurer .............. Les Hanrahan 
Elspeth Swan John Mildren 
Claire Dalman ............. Val Hocking 
John Gregurke ............. 
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Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Greg- 
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